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the fiat of His will. As he expresses it, " the substance of things " was created at once; but the " outward form " was not created at once. All things, so far as concerned their material substance, came into existence at one and the same time; but they received their several shapes and forms at different times. Thus, m the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, that is, in substance; but the forms were not produced simultaneously ; for the sun, moon, and stars appeared on the fourth day, and the grass and trees on the third. Similarly, it is written: God created man in His own image . . . male and female created He them, although Eve was not yet made; which proves that the substance of man and woman was created at once, though their respective forms were developed at different times. Hence Gregory distinguishes between the original creation of matter, in which all things exist potentially, just as the fruit and seed exist potentially in the root of a plant; and the gradual evolution of this matter into the present world through successive periods of time. Gregory, however, does not explain what he understands by the Mosaic "days." Probably he interpreted the term merely in the sense of an indefinite space of time; though he may have followed Augustine in regarding the word merely as a symbol of the Divine order and arrangement without signifying strictly succession in time.1
The Work of God in Preservation. According to Gregory, the work of God in Creation is continued in His work of Preservation. For all things being created out of nothing, tend of their own nature to pass again into nothing, and are only kept in their state by the continuous intervention of the Creator. Unless God were every instant present in His universe, the world would cease to exist. For the world is not a machine which will go without its maker, or a building which subsists when the architect has withdrawn. It exists only in God, and if deprived of His sustaining power would crumble into nothing.2 Hence Gregory emphasizes the idea of Divine
1 MOT. ii. 85:" Cum Scriptura sacra temporaliter editis loquitur, dignum eat ut verbis temporalibus utatur, quatenus condescendendo levet; et dum de aeternitate aliquid temporaliter narrat, assuetos temporalibus sensim ad aeterna trajiciat; segue bene nostris mentibus aeternitas incognita, dura verbis cognitis blanditur, infundat."